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Abstract:  Four alternatives, including a Preferred Alternative and a No Action Alternative, are
described, compared, and assessed for Nisqually NWR.  Alternative A is the No Action Alternative, as
required by the National Environmental Policy Act regulations.  Selection of this alternative would mean
that a Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) would be based on continuing management of the Refuge
as it has been over the past several years.  The four alternatives are summarized below:

Alternative A—No Action: Status Quo – This alternative assumes no change from past management
programs and is considered the base from which to compare the other alternatives.  There would be no
changes to the Refuge boundary and no major changes in habitat management or public use programs.

Alternative B—Refuge Expansion of 2,407 Acres and Minimum Estuarine Restoration – This
alternative would provide for moderate expansion of the Refuge boundary (2,407-acre addition).  It places
new management emphasis on the restoration of estuarine habitat and improved freshwater wetland
management.  The current environmental education program would be improved and expanded, to the
largest degree of all action alternatives.  There would be fewer changes to the trail system than in other
action alternatives, and the Refuge would remain closed to waterfowl hunting, with the closure posted and
enforced.

Alternative C—Refuge Expansion of 2,407 Acres and Moderate Estuarine Restoration – This
alternative would provide for the same expansion of the Refuge boundary as in Alternative B (2,407-acre
addition).  However, it places a stronger emphasis on the restoration of estuarine habitat, while improving
freshwater wetland and riparian habitats.  The environmental education program would be improved and
expanded, although serving fewer students than Alternative B.  Moderate changes would occur to the trail
system.  The largest portion of Refuge acreage would be opened to waterfowl hunting of any alternative. 
Lands would be consolidated with State lands and waterfowl hunting limited to 3 days per week, if an
agreement can be reached with WDFW.  

Alternative D—Preferred Alternative: Refuge Expansion of 3,479 Acres and Maximum Estuarine
Restoration – This alternative would provide for the largest amount of Refuge boundary expansion
(3,479-acre addition).  It would also maximize estuarine restoration, while improving freshwater wetland
and riparian habitats on the Refuge.  The environmental education program would be improved and
expanded, although not to the highest expansion described in Alternative B.  The greatest changes would
occur to the trail system of any alternative.  A smaller portion of Refuge lands would be opened to
waterfowl hunting, 7 days per week, with no changes to hunting on WDFW lands.  
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will manage the Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)
in accordance with an approved Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP).  The CCP provides
long-range guidance on Refuge expansion and management through its vision, goals, objectives,
and strategies.  The CCP also provides a basis for a long-term adaptive management process
including implementation, monitoring progress, evaluating and adjusting, and revising plans
accordingly.  Additional step-down planning will be required prior to implementation of certain
programs and projects. 

This document combines both a Comprehensive Conservation Plan and Environmental Impact
Statement (CCP/EIS).  This revised, Final CCP/EIS incorporates changes to the document based
on public review of the Draft CCP/EIS, released for comment in December 2002.  Following
publication of the Final CCP/EIS, the Service will publish a Record of Decision (ROD) that
identifies the alternative selected as the CCP.  We will then publish a stand-alone CCP made up
of Chapter 1, the selected alternative from Chapter 2, all of Chapters 3, 5, and 6 and the
appendices.  The four most important appendices to review include Appendix F, Plan
Implementation; Appendix G, Compatibility Determinations;  Appendix I, Goals, Objectives,
and Strategies; and Appendix K, Land Protection Plan.  The following chapter and appendix
descriptions are provided to assist readers in locating and understanding the various components
of this combined document.    

Chapter 1, Introduction, Purpose and Need, and Issues, includes the regional context,
establishment, and purposes of Nisqually NWR; vision and goals for future management; and the
purpose of and need for a comprehensive conservation plan.  This chapter also provides
background on major planning issues identified by Refuge staff; Federal, Tribal, State, and local
agencies; and the general public.   

Chapter 2, Alternatives, describes four management alternatives.  Each alternative represents a
potential comprehensive conservation plan for Nisqually NWR.  Alternative A describes current
management on the Refuge.  Alternative D, the Preferred Alternative, is the proposed
Comprehensive Conservation Plan for Nisqually NWR.

Chapter 3, Affected Environment,  describes the existing physical and biological environment,
public uses, cultural resources, and socioeconomic conditions.  They represent baseline
conditions for the comparisons made in Chapter 4.   

Chapter 4, Environmental Consequences, describes the potential impacts of each of the four
alternatives on the resources, programs, and conditions outlined in Chapter 3.  This is perhaps
the most important part of the Environmental Impact Statement component of this document.  
 
Chapter 5, Relationships to Federal, State, and Local Policies, Plans, provides a brief
description of many national, regional, and local plans that are relevant to the Nisqually Basin. 
These plans were reviewed and considered in this current planning effort.   
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Chapter 6, Compliance, Consultation, and Coordination with Others, provides details on
public involvement, interagency coordination, and tribal consultation during the planning
process. 

Appendix A, Glossary of Terms, contains acronyms, abbreviations, and definitions of terms
used in this document.  

Appendix B, Distribution List, contains the list of Federal, Tribal, State, and local agencies;
non-government organizations; academic institutions; individuals who received planning
updates, summaries, and other mailings associated with this planning effort including the release
of the Draft CCP/EIS; and a description of those added after the release of the Draft CCP/EIS. 

Appendix C, References, provides bibliographic references for the citations in this document. 

Appendix D, Applicable Laws and Executive Orders, contains brief descriptions of some of the
more pertinent laws and executive orders applicable to management of Nisqually NWR.  

Appendix E, Species Lists, lists plants and animals that have been observed on Nisqually NWR.

Appendix F, Plan Implementation, includes the Refuge Operations Needs (RONS) list, which
briefly describes projects and costs associated with the Preferred Alternative; monitoring
program; plus current and proposed staffing levels.   

Appendix G, Compatibility Determinations, describe uses, anticipated impacts, stipulations,
and a determination of compatibility or non-compatibility for all existing and proposed public
uses on Nisqually NWR.

Appendix H, List of Preparers, contains the names, positions, education, and years of
experience of persons involved in the preparation of this CCP/EIS.        

Appendix I, Goals, Objectives, and Strategies, links the mission of the National Wildlife
Refuge System and purposes of  Nisqually NWR with the alternatives described and analyzed in
this document.  The goals, objectives, and strategies focus on Alternative D (Preferred
Alternative), but include tables to show differences among alternatives.  

Appendix J, Hydrodynamic and Sediment Transport Modeling Summary, briefly summarizes
the methods and results of a hydrodynamic and sediment transport model used to evaluate
physical components involved in eight tidal restoration alternatives for Nisqually NWR.  The
modeling results from these eight alternatives contributed to the development of the four
alternatives that are considered in greater detail in this document, and to the selection of the
Preferred Alternative.  

Appendix K, Land Protection Plan, a document prepared during detailed planning that is
intended to inform landowners and the interested public of the resource protection needs, the
dimensions of the Service’s protection proposal, and the land protection priorities.



Nisqually NWR Final CCP/EIS

Reader’s Guide

Appendix L, Wilderness Review, lists the criteria used in conducting a wilderness review and
describes why Nisqually NWR currently does not meet the criteria.  .

Appendix M, Summary of Public Comment and the Service’s Responses, summarizes public
and agency comments on the Draft CCP/EIS and presents detailed responses prepared by the
Service; these comments were considered in preparing the Final CCP/EIS.
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